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Sometimes people get a second chance. As the son of a Native American father and a 

working class Caucasian mother, neither of whom graduated from high school, and both of 

whom had problems with alcohol, my chances of getting an education and making 

something of myself were never very high. Fortunately, two extraordinary women, my 

grandmothers, gave me the self-confidence and will power I needed to go to college, and 

now to seek admission to Law School.  

My grandmother Granny was a full-blooded T--- Indian. She lived on a reservation in Some 

State, just south of the Other State border. Before I was born, Granny wove a traditional 

baby basket for me to be carried in. When my brother and I were both very young we spoke 

T---. When we became old enough, Granny made us native regalia and encouraged us to 

participate in our tribe’s dances. She made me proud of my Native American heritage, and 

taught me that I was as good as anyone else – but that I would have to work twice as hard 

as everyone else to prove it. Her son, my father, died from a heart attack caused by an 

overdose of drugs. I was eight years old. My father had become an addict after our tribe 

lost its right to fish in the River in the 1980’s. With his only means of providing for his family 

taken away from him, he lost his self-respect and turned to alcohol.  

My grandmother Grammy was a descendant of the pioneers who came to State in the 

1850’s.  Grammy gave me a different set of gifts. She taught me how to read when I was 

three years old. When my school wanted to place me in special education because of my 

dyslexia, she told them no. Most importantly, Grammy made it possible for me to survive 

living with my mother, her daughter. My mother is also an addict. I was born two months 

prematurely because she used during her pregnancy. After my father died, my mother 
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spent her welfare checks on alcohol instead of providing for her family. When I was nine, I 

was caught trying to steal bologna and a loaf of bread so my brothers and I could eat. That 

was the best day of my life. Instead of sending me to jail, the store called my grandmother. 

We went to live with her. The following year, Grammy took me to visit the campus of the 

University of State. As we drove around the campus and looked at the large, impressive 

buildings, she told me that I would go there one day. I couldn’t believe it. No one in my 

family, on either side, had ever gone to college. Most – my father and mother included – 

didn’t even graduate from high school. With the encouragement of Grammy, and the words 

of Granny in mind that I had to work twice as hard as anyone else, I got good enough 

grades to be admitted to University. After two years of hard work there, my grades allowed 

me to transfer to the University of Another State. Now I want to complete my education by 

attending Known Law School.  

When I left home to attend college, I asked Grammy what I could do to repay her for all the 

love and guidance she had given me. She told me simply to help someone else who needed 

it. I want to become a lawyer because I believe I can help people. I want to help my family 

by being a positive role model for my four younger brothers. I want to help the people of 

my tribe by working to restore their fishing rights on the River, and to develop new 

economic opportunities so they can break out of the cycle of poverty. I want to help the 

members of other Indian tribes by working for the rights of all Native Americans, not just 

the small minority who have become wealthy through Indian casinos. I don’t know what 

specific role I will play in that: perhaps I will become a law professor and teach the next 

generation of lawyers about the needs of Native peoples; perhaps I will become a lobbyist 

on the behalf of the poorer tribes to make sure their voices are heard in State; perhaps I 

will become a trial attorney and work to ensure that Native American tribes get a fair deal 

for the rich oil, coal, and natural gas deposits on their lands. But whatever I do, I know that 

I will have my grandmothers to thank for giving me this rare second chance. 
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Overall, this is a very beautiful piece of writing. It will stand out, for sure. Be careful, 

however, because you mention very little about how you did scholastically or in terms of 

your extracurricular activities.   How has your upbringing translated into being a better 

student so far?  Can you provide examples of how you have made better decisions as a 

student b/c of your grandmothers’ influence? Now doubt, you have, so it might be useful to 

share.   

 

Good luck.   

-Prof. Rivera 

 


