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SAMPLE FEEDBACK: 

PERSONAL ESSAY: LAW SCHOOL APPLICATION 

FIRST DRAFT/PRE-WRITING STAGE 

 

My name is  Joe and I am a thirty-three year old Tribal Man, married man with two 

children, one is a three year old little girl and the other a fourteen month old boy. I will 

introduce myself by my clan; my maternal clan is (People), paternal clan is (People), 

maternal grandfathers are (People), and paternal grandfathers are (People) and I’m 

originally from Sometown, ST. We moved here to Another Place three years ago from 

the Tribal Reservation and have been attending State College and majoring in Criminal 

Justice, I will be graduating this year in August.  

As a child my mother raised nine of us in a small dirt floor house that did not have 

electricity or running water. I remember when I got into high school walking to the bus 

stop three miles from our home everyday, rain or shine and catching the bus at six in the 

morning and getting home at the end of the day at five thirty in the evening. I graduated 

from high school in 1993 and just joined the military thinking college was going to be 

worst. While in the military I was fortunate enough to qualify as an Army Ranger, I 

thanked my mother for my childhood experiences and served eight years honorably.  

 When I came home I got into construction and helped my mother with my 

siblings and in the process I met a beautiful lady, whom I eventually married and it is due 

to our growing family we are back in school. While in construction I was away from my 

family a lot and experienced much racial discrimination. That is why my area of 

concentration is on Civil Rights Laws. As of now, my GPA is 3.6 and I plan to go onto 

law school. We are moving home to raise our children and help our people after we 

complete our educational goals.  

 

Comment [DR1]: The start of this sentence if 
very formalistic and formulaic – as well as the 
beginning of the second sentence.  Instead of telling 

me what you will do, just dive in and do it.  You 

don’t have a lot of room to write in  the statements, 
and you will find that you will hate the Word Count 

function after a while.  But these excess words are 

ready to be chopped.  You might want to just start 
with ‘As a thirty-three year old……, it is my 

responsibility to introduce myself by my clan 

relations: ….. 

Comment [DR2]: This is generous of you to 
share this with your reader.  

Comment [DR3]: ‘We’ have been attending or 
only you have been attending?  Your sentence starts 
with ‘we’ so the rest of your sentence relies on that 

pronoun.  If your children aren’t attending college 

you will need to change your sentence.   

Comment [DR4]: You should italicize words 
written in your Native language.  

Comment [DR5]: This whole sentence sounds 
like it should have some other, additional point to it.  
Just noting the hardship by itself is a tone that could 

turn off certain readers – especially privileged 

readers from law school admissions committees.  
What about this hardship is relevant here in this 

personal statement?  Once you know the answer to 

that, you need to incorporate it into your sentence.   

Comment [DR6]: This sentiment doesn’t seem to 

fit here.  It seems like you’re fusing two different 
ideas together.  

Comment [DR7]: This also seems like two ideas 

fused together – or at least a run-on sentence.  Slow 
down and consider why each thought is important 

and maybe give each thought it’s own sentence – and 
therefore the room each thought deserves.   

Comment [DR8]: Example(s)?   

Comment [DR9]: Again – ‘we’ is a bit 
confusing.  You’re writing only your personal 

statement.  
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In general, you are telling a very important story that will stand out to the admissions 

committees.  You will need, however, to include more about why this experience 

growing up will make you a better student – or how it is making you a better student 

now.  You’re giving a lot of room to other people in your life, and while that is 

admirable, you really don’t have a lot of room to do it as much as you do. You can still 

honor the people in your life, but you need to do it each time as a way to show that 

having them there has made you a better student or professional.  Right now, this is 

serving as more of a thank you letter to them than as a statement asserting your 

preparedness for law school.  Keep the honoring, but condense it and make it work for 

you as a way to sell your achievements to the committee. 

 

Good luck.  

Best,  

Prof. Rivera 


